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Africa: Neither Hopeless Nor Rising

Africa: Neither Hopeless Nor Rising<br />Most of the 49 countries in sub-Saharan Africa have registered positive economic growth in recent
years. Gross domestic product (GDP) growth rates as well as export growth rates have been quite high, and the flow of foreign direct investment (FDI) is
rising. However, scholarly analyses have also clearly shown which factors are impeding the economic advancement of particular sub-Saharan countries.
Above all, it is structural change that has failed to make headway.<br />- Economic growth varies greatly from country to country in sub-Saharan Africa.
The more fragile states (approximately 25 percent of all African countries) are recording growth rates of less than 4 percent, and only the countries who
export natural resources top 6 percent.<br />- Large sections of the sub-Saharan population have experienced an improvement in their quality of life over
the past ten years; some of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were even reached (school enrollment rate, life expectancy, health care). But the
main goal, to decrease the number of people living in poverty by 50 percent, has not been met.<br />- A small middle class is developing in sub-Saharan
Africa.<br />- Africa is often referred to as the "continent of the future because the share of young people relative to the entire population is quite high. But
the continents youth will have a future only if enough jobs are created to support them.<br /><br />GIGA German Institute of Global and Area Studies<br
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Das GIGA ist im Jahr 2006 nach Umstrukturierungen aus dem Deutschen Übersee-Institut (DÜI, 1964-2006) hervorgegangen. Direkt an der Binnenalster
gelegen, verbindet das Institut eine lange Partnerschaft mit der Stadt Hamburg. Als Tor zur Welt bietet der Standort beste Voraussetzungen für die
Forschung des GIGA.Derzeit beschäftigt das Institut rund 160 MitarbeiterInnen, davon 90 WissenschaftlerInnen. Unter dem Dach des GIGA forschen sie
an den vier Regionalinstituten zuAfrikaAsienLateinamerikaNahostund arbeiten in den vier vergleichenden Forschungsschwerpunkten zu den
ThemenLegitimität und Effizienz politischer SystemeGewalt und SicherheitSozioökonomische Entwicklung in der GlobalisierungMacht, Normen und
Governance in den internationalen Beziehungen.Die internationale Vernetzung und die Kooperation mit Partnern vor Ort gehört dabei zu den Säulen der
Forschung am GIGA.
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