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Fourth Riparian Meetings on Rogun Assessment Studies<br /><br />DUSHANBE, October 22, 2013 - The fourth information-sharing and consultation
meetings on the Assessment Studies for the proposed Rogun Hydropower Project (Rogun HPP) took place on October 17, 18, and 20 by
videoconference from Dushanbe with connections to World Bank offices in Central Asia, Washington, D.C., as well as Kabul, Afghanistan, and Paris,
France. The purpose of these meetings was to update riparian governments and civil society organizations on interim technical findings, take questions,
and receive feedback.<br />Riparian government representatives from Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, and Tajikistan attended; a separate
discussion was held with more than 34 civil society organizations via videoconference between Almaty, Astana, Ashgabat, Bishkek, Dushanbe, Kabul,
and Tashkent. The Bank also briefed representatives of the donor organizations and diplomatic community in Central Asia on the latest findings of the
assessments and the outcomes of the riparian information-sharing meetings.<br />The fourth riparian meetings focused on the issue of dam safety, which
is part of the ongoing Techno-Economic Assessment Study (TEAS). According to the Terms of Reference, the TEAS includes the following phases:
Phase 0: Assessment of the salt dome issue at the project site; Phase I: Assessment of the existing Rogun HPP site and works; and Phase II: Rogun
HPP project definition options. Phase 0 and Phase I studies, which were presented and discussed during the fourth riparian meetings, provide an input for
the ongoing Phase II assessment.<br />The meetings presented two summaries of reports:<br />    Geological and Geotechnical Investigation of the Salt
Wedge in the Dam Foundation and Reservoir (Phase 0 of the TEAS Terms of Reference); and    Assessment of the Existing Rogun HPP Works, including
caverns and tunnels (Phase I of the TEAS Terms of Reference).The first report examines the potential risks to dam safety of the wedge of salt that exists
along the Ionakhsh Fault. The consultants findings indicate that there are viable mitigation measures that could be taken and monitored throughout the
life of the proposed project to prevent the salt wedge from endangering dam safety. The second report evaluates the conditions of the existing facilities at
the Rogun site, including tunnels and powerhouse caverns. The consultants have concluded that several of the underground structures, including the
existing two diversion tunnels and the powerhouse cavern, would require mandatory strengthening and remedial measures to be operated safely. These
measures have been assessed and the costs are being included in the cost estimates, which will serve as an input into the ongoing economic and
financial assessment of the proposed Rogun HPP.<br />The Government of Tajikistan and the World Bank disclosed these draft documents in English
and Russian on September 30. The presentations made during the meetings are also publicly available at www.worldbank.org/eca/rogun and comments
will be accepted until November 1, 2013, via email (rogunconsult@worldbank.org) or can be mailed to the World Bank Country Offices.<br />"The World
Bank is committed to facilitating good practice in information-sharing and we encourage the involvement of all riparian countries from government, civil
society, and the public, said Marsha Olive, World Bank representative who chaired the riparian meetings. "We want to help put the facts on the table as
interim reports become available to enable an informed debate on every aspect of the proposed Rogun project. We are particularly attentive to the
application of modern international standards for safety, environmental, and social protection. The questions and concerns expressed by riparian
stakeholders during these meetings are vital to a robust regional dialogue on the proposed Rogun project.<br />During the meetings, questions and
comments from the riparian governments focused on the specific implications of the remedial measures recommended by the consultants, the next steps
in the Assessment Study process, and the value of bringing the riparian representatives together with the consultants and independent Panel of Experts
for a constructive, informative dialogue. Civil society participants focused on learning more about the analysis conducted by the consultants, the
implementation of the remedial measures that have been identified, and the overall process of analyzing the proposed project.<br />The meetings
provided an opportunity for interaction with the consortium of consultants conducting the studies and with members of the independent World
Bank-financed Engineering and Dam Safety Panel of Experts that is providing additional oversight to the TEAS. During their presentations, the Panel of
Experts endorsed the conclusions of the consultants based on their own analyses and site investigations. The Panel of Experts re-emphasized the need
to monitor and implement safety-related mitigation measures and maintenance over the life of any dam.  The Panel also commended the Government of
Taijkistan for ensuring transparency and demonstrating good practice in information-sharing through this phase of the Assessment Study process.<br
/>"The documents shared for these meetings are drafts and will not be considered final until after comments from riparian governments and civil society
stakeholders are received and carefully considered, said Ms. Olive. "It is important to clarify again that the Assessment Studies will not decide whether
the proposed Rogun dam will be built, they will only serve as an input to decision-making. The World Banks financing of the Assessment Studies and
consultative process does not imply that the Bank will finance the proposed project in the future.<br />The fifth riparian meetings will be scheduled at a
later date to review summaries of draft Phase II Techno-Economic Assessment Study (TEAS) and the draft Environmental and Social Impact Assessment
(ESIA).<br />For more information about the Rogun Assessment Studies, visit: www.worldbank.org/eca/rogun  <br /><br />Contacts:<br />In
Dushanbe: Nigina Alieva, Tel: (992 48) 701 58 07, nalieva1@worldbank.org <br />In Almaty: Vigen Sargsyan, Tel: (7272) 980-580,

vsargsyan@worldbank.org <br />In Astana: Shynar Jetpissova, Tel: (7172) 580-555, sjetpissova@worldbank.org <br />In Ashgabat: Oraz
Sultanov, Tel: (993) 12 262099, osultanov@worldbank.org <br />In Bishkek: Dinara Akmatbekova, Tel: (996) 312 454040,

dakmatbekova@worldbank.org <br />In Kabul: Raouf Zia, Tel: +93700280800, azia@worldbank.org   <br />In Tashkent: Matluba Mukhamedova,
Tel: (998-71)-238-5950, mmukhamedova@worldbank.org <br />In Washington: Heather Worley, Tel.: (202) 489 2736, hworley@worldbank.org <br
/><br />Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WorldBankEuropeCentralAsia  <br />Be updated via Twitter: http://www.twitter.
com/worldbank  <br />For our YouTube channel: http://www.youtube.com/worldbank <img src="http://www.pressrelations.de/new/pmcounter.

cfm?n_pinr_=548131" width="1" height="1">
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The World Bank is a vital source of financial and technical assistance to developing countries around the world.


