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HHL Leipzig Graduate School of Management, the first business school established in Germany, celebrates its 115th anniversary this year. The institution
was founded in the Auditorium Maximum of Leipzig University on April 25, 1898, to train young merchants seeking to lead large companies in an
appropriate manner. After World War II, it was absorbed into Leipzig University: in 1969, the GDR opened a business school with a focus on domestic
trade. In 1992, today's HHL was re-established as a private university by the Leipzig Chamber of Industry and Commerce and the Association of Friends
of HHL.

Teaching all its programs in English, HHL has been one of the trailblazers in Germany since the mid-1990s. Long before the financial crisis, HHL was one
of the first business schools to focus on the conditions for responsible and sustainable leadership.
HHL now responds to the new challenges of leadership in the 21st century through its innovate125 Future Concept, keeping in tune with a holistic
approach and expanding the dimensions of effectiveness and responsibility, aided by the perspective of innovation.

On the occasion of the 115th anniversary of HHL Leipzig Graduate School of Management, the school publishes the "11+5 HHL faces?• series
introducing personalities connected with HHL.

*** Kyle Wilson (*1986)

Last September, Kyle Wilson from Chicago, Illinois graduated from HHL. Here, he successfully completed an MBA.

In the "115 years of HHL - 11+5 faces?• series, Wilson amongst others represents HHL's link to the United States of America. In fact, the foundation of
the longest standing business school in German-speaking Europe was strongly influenced by the developments in the U.S. - particularly the
establishment of the Wharton School of Business and of the University of Chicago. After re-establishing HHL in 1992, the first private accredited business
school in East Germany received substantial American support from Prof. Dr. Gert Assmus, PhD. From 1997 to 2000, the Tuck School professor served
as Dean of HHL. Together with American Prof. Dr. Richard Mancke, PhD, he has implemented in 1998 one of the first full-time American-style MBA
programs in Germany. Today, two out of three members of HHL's Scientific Advisory Board are from the United States (Prof. Dr. Robert G. Hansen, Ph.D.
, from the Tuck School of Business and Professor Dr. Michael Czinkota, PhD., from Georgetown University). As the first private university in Germany,
HHL received the seal of accreditation by the renowned American organization AACSB in 2004. Among the over 10 international partner universities of
HHL are leading business schools in the U.S. This mutual exchange includes highlights such as the yearly summer school on "Doing Business in the
Enlarged European Union" at HHL with the strong participation by American students. In the early 2000s HHL received approval from the U.S.
Department of Education to hand out U.S. government sponsored loans to their students from the U.S. In September 2012 Philip D. Murphy, current
Ambassador of the United States to Germany, kicked off the HHL International Guest Lecture series with a lecture on "Succeeding in a Globalized World -
An Ambassador's Perspective."

HHL also welcomed American Consul Mark J. Powell during the 2012 graduation ceremony, as he presented HHL student Kyle Wilson with a 1,000 EUR
prize for academic excellence. The prize was awarded by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), one of the world's largest and most
respected intermediary organisations in its field, and is one of ten awarded to the top international students in Germany who show outstanding academic
performance.

The now 27-year old student very much liked the international MBA class with students coming from 12 countries: "HHL quickly caught my attention as a
leading business school in Germany, as well as the whole of Europe - a quality which never wavered throughout my year-long study. From the students to
the administration, everyone was open, friendly, and fully committed to exemplifying and fulfilling the values and standards so crucial to the culture of
HHL.?•

After the formal graduation ceremony at HHL, Wilson set off to Asia to start his study abroad term at the Nanyang Business School in Singapore: "As one
of the high quality universities selected by HHL to form a partnership, Nanyang Business School is located in a region which has time and time again
proven itself to be critical to the future of the global business environment, offering a unique learning opportunity to round out the comprehensive program
provided at HHL.?•

Before Wilson began his MBA at HHL he worked as an analyst for Sargent & Lundy (S&L), an energy consulting company headquartered in Chicago,
Illinois. He opted for business administration in Germany and for HHL because of different reasons. "It perhaps started with my choice of which language
course to enter during middle school, which was German. My German studies continued on and off throughout middle and high school until a unique
opportunity at the end of my freshman year at Purdue University presented itself - a two month long research exchange program at the Technische
Universität Darmstadt. I found it such a pleasure to have had this experience that I have since wanted to make it back to Germany,?• says Wilson.
Following the completion of his Bachelor degree, Wilson started to look at further schooling opportunities in Germany. He already had the desire to do an
MBA, which he quickly realized would require a minimum to three years of work experience. This led him to pursue his career in Chicago.

Though he pondered if school in the US would be more appropriate, he felt it was best to follow through on his original desires - to return to Germany and
to finally follow through on learning a second language. After some considerations, Wilson felt that HHL offered the best all-around education. The
opportunities for student involvement and the curriculum would best set him up for his future career progress. An extensive list of partner universities for
the exchange program, an intimate class environment due to the class size, and his interest to learn more about the city of Leipzig only made it that much
better.

Having recently completed his Master Thesis, Wilson has begun his search in hopes of a position in the German job market that will allow him to blend his
background in Mechanical Engineering and his business knowledge recently developed through HHL's full-time MBA program.

*** HHL Leipzig Graduate School of Management

HHL is a university-level institution and ranks amongst the leading international Business Schools. The goal of the longest standing business school in
German-speaking Europe is to educate effective, responsible and entrepreneurially minded leaders. In addition to HHL's international focus the
combination of theory and practice plays a key role. HHL stands out for its excellent teaching, its clear research focus, its effective knowledge transfer into
practice as well as its outstanding student services. The school offers an 24-month full-time als well as part-time Master program in Management leading
to the degree Master of Science (M.Sc.) and also an 18 month Global Executive MBA.HHL's program is complemented by the two-year
Euro*MBA-Program, a program based on e-learning (electronically supported learning). A three-year doctoral program, which can be studied part-time as
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well, completes HHL's courses of study. The department of Executive Education offers company specific and open training programs for advanced
education for specialist and leading positions. HHL received the accreditation of AACSB International in April 2004 and was the first German private
school to be re-accredited in April 2009. http://www.hhl.de
Weitere Informationen:

http://www.hhl.de/115years/Kyle-Wilson/
http://www.hhl.de/115years
http://www.hhl.de
http://www.hhl.de/mba

  
Pressekontakt

HHL gGmbH

Herr Volker Stößel
Jahnallee 59
04109 Leipzig

hhl.de
volker.stoessel@hhl.de

  
Firmenkontakt

HHL gGmbH

Herr Volker Stößel
Jahnallee 59
04109 Leipzig

hhl.de
volker.stoessel@hhl.de

HHL Leipzig Graduate School of Management
Die HHL ist eine universitäre Einrichtung und zählt zu den führenden internationalen Business Schools. Ziel der ältesten betriebswirtschaftlichen
Hochschule im deutschsprachigen Raum ist die Ausbildung leistungsfähiger, verantwortungsbewusster und unternehmerisch denkender
Führungspersönlichkeiten. Neben der internationalen Ausrichtung spielt die Verknüpfung von Theorie und Praxis eine herausragende Rolle. Die HHL
zeichnet sich aus durch exzellente Lehre, klare Forschungsorientierung und praxisnahen Transfer sowie hervorragenden Service für ihre Studierenden.
www.hhl.de



Anlage: Bild


