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EIB supports Airbus Group's innovation programmes

EIB supports Airbus Group's innovation programmes<br /><br />The European Investment Bank (EIB) and Airbus Group have announced the signature
of a ? 500 million finance contract in support of Airbus Group's innovation and R<br>D programmes in Europe, of which ? 400 million will go to research,
development and innovation (RDI) activities in France.<br />This new agreement brings total EIB support for Airbus Group since 2011 to ? 1.3 billion.<br
/>This project aims to promote the development of innovative products in order to reduce the aviation industry's environmental impact, particularly in
terms of the energy efficiency of aircraft. It will serve to offer effective solutions that will directly impact aeronautical design and production, in particular by
improving aircraft aerodynamics and optimising passenger comfort and safety.<br />Welcoming the signing of the loan, EIB Vice-President Philippe de
Fontaine Vive said: "This loan is of symbolic importance, demonstrating our priority commitment to innovation in Europe. The development of increasingly
innovative technologies is crucial for the economy and for competitiveness. It will also generate jobs for young people."<br />Airbus Group Chief Financial
Officer Harald Wilhelm said the new agreement underlines the companys strong focus on innovation and research: "We highly appreciate this latest
commitment from the EIB, which is one of Airbus Groups key financing partners. Both the EIB and Airbus Group share a common goal when it comes to
increasing innovation and improving efficiency in the European aerospace industry."<br />This is one of the EIB's large-scale loans for financing
innovation in Europe. This sector is one of the key priorities of the European Union's bank, which in 2014 alone provided nearly ? 2 billion in support of
projects of excellence in France.<br />General information<br />About the European Investment Bank<br />The European Investment Bank (EIB), whose
shareholders are the Member States of the European Union (EU), is the EU's long-term financing institution. The EIB provides long-term finance in
support of quality projects to contribute to the achievement of the EUs key objectives. www.eib.org <br /><br />Press contacts:<br />Anne-Cécile
Auguin:<br />+352 621 36 19 48; a.auguin@eib.org<br />Press Office<br />+352 4379 21000; press@eib.org <br />About Airbus Group<br />Airbus
Group is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2013, the Group - comprising Airbus, Airbus Defence and Space and Airbus
Helicopters - generated revenues of ? 57.6 billion (restated) and employed a workforce of around 138,000 (restated). www.airbusgroup.com <br /><img
src="http://www.pressrelations.de/new/pmcounter.cfm?n_pinr_=586806" width="1" height="1">
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