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Implementing the Health 2020 vision in the Nordic and Baltic countries: high-level meeting in Helsinki, Finland<br /><br />What policies reduce health
inequities? Policy-makers and politicians will identify and share effective policies and interventions at a subregional policy dialogue organized by the WHO
Regional Office for Europe and Finlands Ministry of Social Affairs and Health on 16-17 June 2014.<br />"We live in a WHO region in which social,
economic and technological advances mean that most of us will enjoy longer, healthier lives than our forebears. Yet widespread inequities in health exist,
and are deepening: a sobering reflection of the different conditions in which people live. These inequities are not inevitable or unassailable. We have the
evidence, and tools to enable everyone to enjoy their right - the human right - to health. We just need the commitment to do something, do more, do
better, Zsuzsanna Jakab, WHO Regional Director for Europe.<br />The event brings together eight Baltic and Nordic countries: Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway and Sweden. Policy-makers and political representatives from health ministries and other government entities
will have the opportunity to meet with WHO, national and international experts, and discuss important evidence and new thinking on tackling the
determinants of health inequities within and between countries. The event is a major step in taking forward the equity goals of Health 2020, the European
policy framework for health and well-being, across the Baltic and Nordic countries.<br />Sharing knowledge on health equity in the Nordic and Baltic
countries<br />The policy dialogue provides a unique opportunity for country-to-country exchanges on current action and future perspectives to pursue
one of the two priority objectives of Health 2020: reducing health inequalities. The findings of the review of social determinants and the health divide in the
WHO European Region, one of the major studies that underpin the implementation of Health 2020, will be discussed. Discussion will focus on how to use
the findings to generate better solutions for creating healthier, more resilient and sustainable societies.<br />The event will also help countries to identify
shared priorities at both the national and subregional levels. Even though participating countries are pursuing diverse goals and are taking different policy
measures to increase equity in health, they share the view that they can all do something, do more or do better.<br />Tools for equity in health<br />The
policy dialogue will also include the presentation of a series of tools developed jointly by the Regional Office and the European Commission. These
include atlases of health inequities in the WHO European Region(1), which enable policy-makers to analyse and makes comparisons of the status of
health equity in various European countries; and a series of policy briefs that make evidence-based policy recommendations to reduce health inequities
related to tobacco, alcohol, obesity and unintentional injuries. The briefs include examples of policies from European countries that that have contributed
to improving health equity.<br /><br />For further information, contact:<br />Sara Barragan Montes<br />WHO European Office for Investment<br />for
Health and Development<br />Division of Policy and Governance for Health and Well-being<br />~WHO Regional Office for Europe<br />Castello
3252/3252<br />1-30122 Venice, Italy<br />Tel.: +39 041 279 3875<br />Email: som@ihd.euro.who.int<br />Chris Brown<br />Programme Manager<br
/>WHO European Office for Investment<br />for Health and Development<br />Division of Policy and Governance for Health and Well-being<br />WHO
Regional Office for Europe<br />Castello 3252/3252<br />1-30122 Venice, ltaly<br />Tel.:+39 041 279 3847<br />Email: chb@ihd.euro.who.int <br
/>(1)<br />Review of social determinants and the health divide in the WHO European Region. Final report. Copenhagen: WHO Regional Office for
Europe; 2014 ( http://www.euro.who.
int/en/health-topics/health-policy/health-2020-the-european-policy-for-health-and-well-being/publications/2013/review-of-social-determi

nants-and-the-health-divide-in-the-who-european-region.-final-report , accessed 13 June 2014).<br /><img src="http://www.pressrelations.

de/new/pmcounter.cfm?n_pinr_=567570" width="1" height="1">
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Die WHO wurde 1948 mit dem Ziel gegruindet, fiir alle Volker das hochstmdgliche Gesundheitsniveau zu erreichen. Mit ihren 194 Mitgliedstaaten ist die
WHO federfuhrend in globalen Gesundheitsfragen und in der Gestaltung der Forschungsagenda fiir Gesundheit, im Aufstellen von Normen und
Standards und in der Formulierung evidenzbasierter Grundsatzoptionen. Die WHO bietet ihren Mitgliedstaaten fachliche Unterstiitzung, sie tiberwacht
und bewertet gesundheitliche Entwicklungen, sie unterstiitzt medizinische Forschung und leistet Soforthilfe bei Katastrophen. Die WHO setzt sich
weltweit fiir bessere Erndhrung und fiir eine Verbesserung der Wohn- und Arbeitsbedingungen sowie der sanitéren Verhaltnisse ein. Ihr Hauptbdiro ist in
der Schweiz in Genf angesiedelt. Sechs Regionalbiiros sind uber die ganze Welt verteilt.Die WHO arbeitet in einem zunehmend komplexen und sich
rapide verandernden Umfeld. Gesundheitspolitik ist heute weniger deutlich von anderen Bereichen zu trennen und sie erreicht inzwischen auch die
Sektoren, die Auswirkungen auf gesundheitliche Chancen und Ergebnisse haben kénnen. Die Agenda der WHO angesichts solcher Herausforderungen
enthélt sechs Punkte:zwei gesundheitliche Ziele: Férderung der Entwicklung und Férderung der Gesundheitssicherheit;zwei strategische Bedirfnisse:
Starkung der Gesundheitssysteme und Nutzbarmachung von Forschungsergebnissen, -daten und -erkenntnissen);zwei operative Ansétze: Ausweitung
der Partnerschaften und Verbesserung der Leistung.
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