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Protecting dogs and people in Kenya: launch of national plan to eliminate rabies

Protecting dogs and people in Kenya: launch of national plan to eliminate rabies<br /><br />Kenya has become the first country in Africa to launch a
national strategy for controlling and eliminating rabies.<br />Late last month, on World Rabies Day, we supported the vaccination of more than 3,000 dogs
in Makueni County and helped launch a national strategy to eliminate human rabies from Kenya.<br />The strategy is simple: vaccinate at least 70% of
the dog population each year - for at least three years - and the disease will be eliminated, in dogs, humans and wildlife.<br />The new plan was launched
by Kenyan government principle secretaries, from the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries.  We attended the launch in
Makueni County, Kenya.<br />Makueni County is one of five pilot counties that will be targeted first by the Kenyan government. Our teams are working
closely with government officials there to advise on the humane treatment of animals with the disease.<br />On World Rabies Day, we supported the
mass vaccination of 3,000 dogs across Makueni County. Alongside education on dog handling and care, there was also a competition for the dog in the
best condition of health.<br />The principal secretary for Livestock, Fred Segor, said: "With the help of partners such as World Animal Protection and
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), we hope that by the year 2030, we will have a rabies free nation.<br />Battling rabies in Kenya: what
else should you know<br />- Rabies has been endemic in Kenya since the first reported case in 1912<br />- In 2012 the government of Kenya set up a
Zoonotic Disease Unit (ZDU) to improve the surveillance, prevention and control of zoonotic diseases in the country. Rabies was identified as one of the
highest priority diseases.<br />- In April 2013 we attended a workshop run by the ZDU, with government representatives, universities and other
organisations including the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and World Health Organisation (WHO) amongst others. Together, the workshop
produced Rabies Management Guidelines and the Rabies Elimination Strategy that was launched last month.<br />Read more about controlling rabies in
our resource: Controlling Rabies: One humane solution, three reasons why. <br /><br />World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA)<br
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Our vision: a world where animal welfare matters and animal cruelty has ended.The World Society for the Protection of Animals exists to tackle animal
cruelty across the globe. We work directly with animals and with the people and organisations that can ensure animals are treated with respect and
compassion.With your support, we campaign effectively to combat the worlds most intense and large-scale animal welfare issues. We bring about lasting
change by:helping people understand the critical importance of good animal welfareencouraging nations to commit to animal-friendly practicesbuilding the
scientific case for the better treatment of animals.We are localWe improve animals lives and prevent animal cruelty by working directly with communities
and owners. Working on the ground with local partners for greatest effect, we are active in more than 50 countries.We are globalWe have consultative
status at the Council of Europe and collaborate with national governments, the United Nations, the Food and Agriculture Organization and the World
Organisation for Animal Health ? influencers with the power to improve the lives of millions of animals. We are uniquely placed to bring animals into the
heart of the most pressing global debates and prove the links between good animal welfare and successful sustainable development. We are there in
emergenciesWhen disaster strikes, we make sure that animals ? so vital for community recovery ? are not forgotten. Working with partner organisations,
governments, humanitarian groups and international agencies, WSPA is the world leader in animal-focussed disaster response and risk reduction. With
30 years of experience, sometimes we are the only animal organisation able to access disaster-struck regions and make a very real, immediate difference
to suffering animals.
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